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From Muscatine to Zhengding:
Future of China-U.S. Relationship Depends on the Youth
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Hello, my name is Ellie Collins.

AL B AE

and | am standing right
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in front of the Sino-U.S. Friendship House.
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Hello everyone.
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My name is Emily Francis from the United States.
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| am here in Zhengding, Shijiazhuang.
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You are ambassador of frienship.
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The stories of China-U.S. relations are written by our peoples.
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It is the convergence of many streams of goodwill and friendship
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that has created a strong current surging across the vast Pacific Ocean;
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it is the reaching out to each other by our peoples
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that has time and again brought China-U.S. relations

from a low ebb back onto the right track.

WHTE PERAMKTT— BT

| am convinced that once opened,
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the door of China-U.S. relations cannot be shut again.
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This is a speech delivered by Chinese President Xi Jinping
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at a Welcome Dinner by Friendly Organizations

in San Francisco, USA, on November 15, 2023.
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In that speech, he said,
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| also wish to announce here that
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to increase exchanges between our peoples,
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especially between the youth,
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China is ready to invite 50,000 young Americans
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to China on exchange and study programs

in the next five years.
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Behind me is Shijiazhuang Foreign Language School.
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In January 2024,
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more than 20 students from Muscatine High School
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became the first group of "little guests" in this program.
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After their visit,
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the students from Muscatine High School
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wrote a letter to President Xi Jinping,
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expressing their joy from the journey
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and their gratitude for the invitation to visit China.



202442 H 24 H

On February 24, 2024,
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the Chinese Lantern Festival of the Year of the Dragon,
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President Xi Jinping replied to that letter
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and sent them Chinese New Year cards.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping noted that
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your letter featured beautifully written Chinese characters
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as well as vividly hand-painted Chinese dragon, also known as the "loong,"
the Great Wall and pandas.
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You can get first-hand experience of a real China in a multi-dimensional
and comprehensive manner,
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foster genuine friendship with Chinese youths and learn from each other
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so that you can jointly contribute to a stronger friendship

between the people of the two countries.
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In March 2025,
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the school welcomed the sixth batch
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of American teachers and students participating

in the "Inheritance of Friendship " study tour - 102 in total.
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| know in the United States,
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in lowa, in Muscatine,
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there's a river named Mississippi .
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And here, there's a river called Hutuo river
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which is the mother river of Shijiazhuang.
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| found it very interesting that
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both these two rivers have raised the people around them.
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Hutuo river.
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Back in 40 years ago,
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President Xi was the then (CPC Party) Secretary
of the Zhengding County.
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At that time,

fib s by 2 SBR P B HR S R AR

he embarked on this journey to Muscatine, lowa.
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It was at that time,
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the relationship between Hebei and lowa
began to get better.
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That is why we are able to meet here in Zhengding.
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There's a sentence in Chinese that
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we will treat friends as warm as the spring.
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We've never thought of
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but that makes sense.
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Actually | might use that in America.
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Forty years ago,
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we planted a seed of friendship into the soil.
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After these 40 years,
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we're here to start a friendship.
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| was super excited for this experience,
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and to continue this friendship that
has lasted 40 years.
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It has been amazing.
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I'm so glad that | met Christina, my partner.
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I'm really happy to be here
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and | think it's been a great experience.
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I've learned about a lot of new things.
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Do you think we will meet again 40 years later?
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Yeah, we might.
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We love Shijiazhuang.
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Mr Liu, can you tell me what kind of communication you have
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between Shijiazhuang Foreign Language School and Muscatine?
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Since 2013, we have carried out a lot of exchange activities between Shijiazhuang
Foreign Language School and Muscatine.
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These include visits from education delegations from Muscatine to our school.
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We signed relevant friendship agreements.
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Our teachers and students have also visited Muscatine

for study and cultural exchange.
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Our symphony orchestra and traditional Chinese music

ensemble have also performed in Muscatine.
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So far we have hosted nine groups totaling 608 teachers

and students from nine U.S. states.

H kg TR BHAIER] T 306 4

Among them, 306 were from the state of lowa.
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This tree here was planted by Luca during his visit to our school.
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And the tree in front of us was planted by the Dvorchak family.
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Back in 1985, President Xi Jinping stayed at the home

of the Dvorchak during his visit to lowa.
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The Dvorak family are also considered old friends of our school.
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If you could use only one sentence,
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how would you describe the significance of this program?
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| believe the greatest significance of the "Inheritance of Friendship" project
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is that it helps strengthen and carry forward the deep friendship
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between the people of Hebei Province and the state

of lowa that has lasted for over 40 years.
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It also fosters mutual understanding

and exchange among our students,
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especially young people.
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Together we are building a bridge of friendship
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that brings the peoples of China and the United States closer together.
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There’s a saying in America, word of mouth.
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It’s my hope that these young Americans,

upon returning to America,
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will share the goodwill and warmth of the Chinese people.
[ i et A B2

It is also my hope that
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they have sown the seeds of China-U.S. friendship
in their hearts,
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so that the friendship

between China and the United States,
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Hebei and lowa,
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can continue to flourish.

4R 33357 T P



As President Xi said,
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the hope of the China-U.S. relationship lies in the people,
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its foundation is in our societies,
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and the future depends upon the youth.



